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I Can't Stop Celebrating My
Divorce
And I'm not the only one. The divorce party has never been hotter.
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The music was deafening, and conversation was impossible. The dance

floor and ceiling at Drai's Nightclub in Las Vegas lit up in flickering

colors, with focus on a disco ball that closely resembled the New Year's

orb in Times Square. My twelve closest friends and I had been dancing

for hours. Sweat trickled down my back, but I'd never felt so good in my

life. This was my divorce party, and I wanted to enjoy every minute.

It turns out, that party in Vegas was just the first of many. Since that

night, I've celebrated this new chapter in my life again and again — in Las

Vegas, Europe, and Thailand. Each one reminds me of how far I've come

since my marriage ended two and a half years ago.



I didn't go out much when I was married. After seven years with my

controlling husband, I asked him to leave. I was only 30 years old, with

two kids. I agonized over the choice for years, but once he left I never

looked back.

It's been a while since

divorce carried a

serious social stigma,

but I see so many

people openly

celebrating theirs, like

I did. Part of that is

likely due to my job;

I'm a bartender in

Vegas so I meet new

people every day and

they all want to tell me

their stories. The

women I meet are starting over, setting aside their pasts. Vegas is a great

place to do that. Divorce parties seem almost as popular as bachelorette

parties now. It's part of the culture.

MORE FROM GOOD HOUSEKEEPING

 



N A X I R A  VA N E S S A  L U N A

Ad Size: 728 x 90
Ad Unit:
/36117602/hdm-goodhousekeeping/life/breaker
Targeting Key/Values:

ab = px d 1500 4g t d a 1000 4 sop013 s7

https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/preview/i-cant-stop-celebrating-my-divorce&description=goodhousemag&media=https://hips.hearstapps.com/ghk.h-cdn.co/assets/16/20/1463693678-divorce-party-3.jpg?resize=1600:*
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstB3BSwocUrli_XuV4xQ3sVKL0L8XNYIO8LqWZSqKaHHyWXnwVLt8fTa5N-1i71F7o8iCYzBx2kqBi4G1g-qh42B73Rc5SYE9nneG5Rvv8AMmJV8N2NJgItOeaDNMJc5LrHAZmKa-X3dIhhs0PYQvLo6udgPiPb6tIR9RmD1RuU4EyANx5JygJDQvop1gulFb_rafCFAENssM5hKfoipjL4qSjcc7llpyXRfmLHHfRiQKyVueBdaajtzxLQbXqF01lJse7eeNat7VX7QXhiu87cAEDYnGKMNZUlxTjI8cGgJvekkQkdYaJG-FPfOvivgwkHmEYrHp2SOiY3WZvFMf-OTZgQA_TIncGCZXZnjo7oqm6dQtzbw6NFv3yymsC1zwYC3rqjMaHMAwFlqX-KXNgTCEyNh7aGxXfdMxovRJXQEA&sai=AMfl-YQchlXt4cz1j2f3BZeWTnn4n8xZKwCbwSjqAryWHaYeCt4Awsvdj3jDXReZd7QKdrSksQ-2iBLVXQmyV9M8rS5Kw0cgq8D-sTfqw1-egtfiJx8ic_m-xLqERnCHk81YGjDXxQbRhrYTKjmAUoBWMHc4ATFcuuaHLCugIcxBv8xaHKddwUF75C69n1cM2CwVZYQLfTJ8HaZS_D0xKf4q5F-O6HpsIdGdRsw2vZoy9lnzUDssFRmq71UEDF5L1PApYelh8VkZcwOIF_rMEHrLkU5etpbGw8uX00Fv6aNEj4_9ym0HuL85321K2_drpPev_nDA-9o4SBkzw0hr5adSCt3DeDs9HRYNBnhfXHKDyQ-2HHg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJdEdTh3vPSiEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https%3A%2F%2Fadmanager.google.com%2F36117602%23creatives%2Fcreative%2Fdetail%2Forder_id%3D2264420155%26line_item_id%3D5625206598%26li_tab%3Dcreatives%26creative_id%3D138340618554


There are plenty of new businesses cashing in on this cultural shift.

Women can hire a company, like Vegas VIP to plan their divorce party.

Packages typically include limo transportation and table service at a

night club. Others like to customize their parties: I heard about one

woman who hired a planner to throw a golf-themed party, because she

figured out her ex-husband was cheating when she found his dusty clubs

after he'd been on several "golf outings." Instead of being bitter, she and

her friends decided to laugh about it. At the party, they dressed in golf

clothes and took a lesson from a professional golfer. I've heard of women

spending up to $25,000 on their divorce parties. It's like a whole other

wedding — in reverse.

When I left my husband, all I wanted to do was party. I suddenly felt

liberated and empowered. I felt alive. It was all so fun that once I started

celebrating, I didn't want to stop. It's been two years since the split, and

on the nights when I'm not with my kids, I am out on the scene.

http://www.vegasvip.com/


It's just one way to show that I'm moving forward, but it's not the only

one. I recently started a business developing my own fragrance line,

called Evoke. The first perfumes are named Abundance, Freedom, and

Love, which is, of course, no accident.

I don't know when I'll stop wanting these parties to celebrate my life.

They help me leave the painful past behind, appreciate this free moment,

and get ready for my hopeful future. They're preparing me for my next

love, because whomever I meet now can see only the happy, laughing,

disco ball-lit person.
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